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STATEMENT:  All woodworkers, from beginners & hobbyists to professionals, are 

invited to join the Guild of Maine Woodworkers where individuals can meet and 

share their knowledge and skills.  Monthly meetings include demonstrations, 

tool discussions and guest speakers as well as the  popular “show & tell” where 

members show off their woodworking products, tools or gadgets.  Meetings    

rotate around member’s  shops.  Maybe you will gain an idea fort your shop.     

If you need help on a project the Guild is the place to be. 
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Photos of a few rare molding planes shown. 

These are the forerunners of the more common  

Stanley #45 combination.  There are many short 

lived prototypes  that did not survive production 

due to rapidly emerging  new innovations .  Their 

rarity is due to the lack of numbers  produced.          
 Photos from  “Fine Tool Journal” auction catalogs 
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      PREVIOUS 

January: Annual Business Meeting  February: Guild Meeting 

March: Quarterly Meeting    April:  Guild Meeting 

May:  Guild Meeting    June:  Quarterly Meeting (cancelled) 

      CURRENT  

July & August:  (No monthly meetings)  Scheduled Skill Sessions (E-mail notification) 

September 2nd : Quarterly Annual Picnic  Barbara White  Yarmouth 

September 30th: Skill Session (layout stick) Wes Sunderland  Baldwin  

October 16th: Guild Meeting   Rolf Dries   Windham 

November 20th Guild Meeting   Ron Boes   Windham 

December 9th Quarterly Business Meeting Wes Sunderland  Baldwin 

Guild Meetings—Monthly, 3rd Tuesday evening:  Guild Quarterly—Monthly, 2nd Saturday         
                                                    or TBD. 

GUILD OFFICERS: 

President:  Wes Sunderland  Secretary:  Randy Mayse 

Vice Pres:  Jim Hanscom  Treasurer:  Pat Sunderland 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: (Date indicates year end of term) 

2023      2024     2025 

Susan Chandler   Frank Southard   Ron Boes 

Bob Kearney   Barbara White   Rolf Dries 

Wes Sunderland   Bill Lewis    Randy Mayse 

GUILD MEETING SOP:  The Guild conducts meetings and activities on a monthly schedule.   

Regular monthly meetings are January, February, April, May, October and November.            

Quarterly meetings are March, June, September, and December.                                                 

Regular meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month starting at 6:30 pm.                             

Quarterly meetings are held on the second Saturday of the month beginning usually at 10 am.   

Summer months of July & Aug. have no meetings, however ”skill sessions” are randomly held.  

One week prior to a scheduled meeting, an E-mail reminder is sent to include directions.        

Regular meetings provide a meal (food) for all members and a convenience to those coming 

directly from a work day job.                                                                                             Page #3 
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The Guild has continued with a good year.  Membership is growing at a slow and 

positive rate and members demonstrated a strong participation not only in meeting 

attendance but also in sharing woodworking skills to other members.  This is a 

Guild’s mission, that is to share knowledge and coach others in new skills. 

Currently retired from woodwork manufacturing, that is larger scale of cutting wood, 

to being a woodwork hobbyist, I’m proud to identify myself as a hobbyist.  Without 

the time crunching element while making a product, I have finally learned to slow-

down when creating a project. 

So, sharing some of these woodworking skills with members is an important factor 

to the Guild program.  It is important to share this knowledge with the other mem-

bers who represent all levels of skills in woodworking.  A thought and saying that   

reflects this is “all artists began as amateurs”.  And crafting in wood is art work.  One 

must begin some where, and “there’s a first time for everything”.   

Individuals joining the Guild enter at their level of skill sets, and those skill levels are 

of the full spectrum.  The Guild has a “tutor skill program” that members may         

request a one-on-one individual tutoring from another member that has stepped 

forward representing some specific skill that they are an experienced craftsperson.  

Currently, five individuals participate providing a wide scope in skilled woodwork.   

The Guild’s summer skill sessions, in it’s second season, has continued to reach      

individuals seeking specific techniques.  Most skills are basic foundation processes in 

which five sessions are scheduled this summer during a 3 month cycles.   It is all   

voluntary and no costs are involved.   

Most of the skill sessions employ hand worked crafting, however, Randy Mayse has 

included an introduction to routing dovetails with the use of the Leigh routing jig.  

This is a wonderful devise enabling a variety of joinery with the use of machinery, a 

divergence from all handwork.   These skills reflect our motto, “the Guild is the place 

to be”.            WES 
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     Susan Chandler—Freeport 

Susan’s shop    and   the members  relaxing and socializing. 

   Show & Tell 

 

Mark Tshiegg with a cherry bowl turned 

from a chunk of firewood.  A great first 

start in turning for Mark. 

                           Collapsible stool. 
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Susan presenting  a method to draw an   

ellipse, one of several methods to  form 

the shape.   She implemented this type of      

ellipse to form a table top for her wood-

work crafting. 

 

 

This technique develops  a major and mi-

nor axis and gives control to the size of el-

lipse desired. With the use of a string & 

pencil an ellipse is executed.  This is one of 

the more accurate methods.   

 

Show & Tell     with Steve Smith 

Art Fahie—right angle clamping jig. 
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The members gathered in Randy’s shop, a spacious area, and enjoying pre-meeting  networking.      

The meal provided before meeting business. 

Show & Tell. 
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Show & Tell — Art Fahie w/box      Susan looking on as Stig shows a sheep pull toy          

Wes with another inside-out turning.          Randy showing a box  

Art Fahie with 3 small boxes made with exotic woods 



This article was published  in 

 “Pins & Tails                 

SAPFM quarterly newsletter  

(Society of American Period   

         Furniture Makers.) 







By:  Wes Sunderland 






